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“Henry Stuart Foote’s senatorial career was blusterous and predictable. On Christmas 

morning in 1847, at a boarding house in Washington, he had a fistfight with Mississippi’s other 
United States Senator, Jefferson Davis. One correspondent wrote that the only thing Foote prized 
above his own political success, was the political failure of Jefferson Davis.” 

 
 
“Regaled by Mississippi’s poor white farmers and the working class, James Kimble 

Vardaman strode across the political landscape in a white suit and high heel boots, with long 
flowing black hair, and a broad brimmed black hat. And like many other Mississippi governors, 
James K. Vardaman was a baffling figure, whose actions sometimes belied his rhetoric.” 

 
 
“Although [Theodore] Bilbo was a small man physically, just a little over five feet tall, he 

ridiculed his opponents and often engaged in scuffles with them. Convinced that John J. Henry 
had published a leaflet accusing him of corruption and bribery, Bilbo characterized Henry as ‘a 
cross between a mongrel and a cur, conceived in a…graveyard at midnight, suckled by a sow, 
and educated by a fool.’ After hearing those remarks, Henry went to Starkville where Bilbo’s 
train had a scheduled stop and demanded an apology. When Bilbo refused to apologize, Henry 
beat him severely with a pistol, causing a slight concussion and lacerations that required several 
stitches. A week later Bilbo issued a statement accusing Henry of striking him from behind with 
a blunt instrument that knocked him to the floor, whereupon the hammering continued. At his 
first public appearance following a brief recuperation, a partisan Bilbo crowd assured him that if 
he recovered they would make him lieutenant governor. When the election finally took place, 
Bilbo won by 23,000 votes. He then became the presiding officer over the legislative body that a 
year earlier had declared him unfit to sit among them and had failed by only one vote to expel 
him from their midst.”



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OXFORD, MS — During its two hundred year history, Mississippi has been governed by fifty-
three men who have held the state’s highest office. Noted historian David Sansing brings each 
governor to life in his new book, Mississippi Governors: Soldiers, Statesmen, Scholars, 
Scoundrels, available this fall from the Nautilus Publishing Company.  

The book, which will be launched in celebration of Mississippi’s bicentennial year, is filled with 
candid, illustrated, never-before-published biographical sketches. The sketches vary in length 
according to the significance of each governor’s administration, and to Sansing’s own 
fascination with certain governors, like Poindexter, Foote, Bilbo, Waller, and Winter.  

On these pages, readers will find forward-thinking politicians who fought for underdogs, 
education, and civil rights. They will also encounter governors who settled disputes by dueling 
(one had a penchant for shooting on “Two”), scandalous tort settlements that made the front page 
of the New York Times, and one former first lady who held a press conference on the courtroom 
steps, post-divorce, announcing her intent to use the proceeds from her settlement to finance a 
campaign against her ex-husband for U.S. Senate.  

Sansing, an eminent Mississippi historian, brings his great passion for Mississippi heritage and 
history to the book. A professor emeritus of history at the University of Mississippi, Sansing has 
earned degrees from Mississippi College and the University of Southern Mississippi and has 
made it his life’s work to study and record the history of the Magnolia State. Mississippi 



Governors is Sansing’s fourth publically available book, and he has contributed to and authored 
many Mississippi history textbooks.  

Nautilus Publishing will release 200 limited-edition copies before the full launch of the book in 
November. These copies will be leather-bound, signed, and numbered on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. They available for preorder now and may be reserved by contacting the Nautilus 
Publishing Company. 

Sansing’s book will be only a piece of the many celebrations surrounding Mississippi’s 
bicentennial year, but it will bring to the celebration a gravity, hilarity, nobility, and intrigue 
which could only come from Mississippi history. Mississippi Governors is a story of soldiers, 
statesmen, scholars, and scoundrels and is a celebration of Mississippi’s heritage and history on 
the state’s 200th birthday. 
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David G. Sansing is professor emeritus of history at the University of Mississippi. He was born 
in 1933 in Greenville, Mississippi, and earned his BA and MA degrees from Mississippi College 
and his PhD from the University of Southern Mississippi. In addition to authoring several school 
textbooks on the history of Mississippi, Sansing has written A History of the Mississippi 
Governor’s Mansion (with Carroll Waller), The University of Mississippi: A Sesquicentennial 
History, and A Troubled History: Governance of Higher Education in Mississippi. 
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